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Weekly update on great deals, good
times in Myrtle Beach. Page 2
Fiji: He’s living in paradise. Page 6

NEXT SUNDAY:
6 EASY PLACES IN
THE N.C. PIEDMONT
Need to save money, gas and
travel time? We’ll save your
summer vacation

charlotte.com/travel

GRAND STRAND

THOMAS NAMEY – MANSFIELD PLANTATION PHOTO

Look down the oak alley as you approach the main house at Mansfield Plantation. It’s on the banks of the Black River, near Georgetown, S.C., and dates to 1718.

Relax
in rice country

This grain once made Georgetown County prosperous.
Today, the area makes a splendid getaway.

A short drive south of the high-rise condo towers, theme

maw, Pee Dee, Black, Santee and Sampit. Prominent planta-

parks and neon lights of Myrtle Beach, some of South Caroli-

tion families headed to their oceanfront homes each summer.

na’s richest yet least-known historical areas still thrive.
What is now Murrells Inlet, Litchfield, Pawleys Island and
Georgetown were once vast indigo and rice plantations with
graceful mansions, long drives lined with live oaks and a large
slave population imported from West Africa.
Waterfront land on the Atlantic may be pricey property today, but in the 1700s and 1800s, wealthy planters built their
main homes overlooking the area’s five rivers – the Wacca-

GET READY FOR FUN

At one time, rice plantations ran all along the Waccamaw
Neck, from south of Georgetown to the fishing village of Murrells Inlet.
Thanks to the locally grown rice nicknamed Carolina
Gold, Georgetown County became one of the wealthiest areas in the nation.
Here’s how you can discover its culture. — LEIGH PRESSLEY,
SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVER

What to see, what to do, where to play golf. Plus, a little history. Pages 4, 5

Thirsting for ‘old Florida’?
Dive into DeLeon Springs
DIXIE DETOURS

REV. BILLY C. WIRTZ
If you are anywhere
near central Florida this
summer, don’t miss DeLeon Springs State Park.
These days, it’s hard to
recommend a lot of places, because, well, they just cost too
much. Some folks can afford to spend
four bucks on a Coke, not to mention
parking, and an admission price that
rivals the GNP of a small Asian country.
For those on a budget (and even if
you’re not), DeLeon Springs, west of
Daytona Beach, is paradise. If you and

the family can’t have fun here, y’all
need to be auditioning for the Dr. Phil
show.
What’s so great about it? For starters, the admission price is a whopping
five bucks a carload, for up to eight
people.
Park your car and walk along the
main path canopied by 400-year-old
oaks. Keep walking – I know it’s hot –
you’re almost there. Gradually the
tranquility gives way to a somewhat
chaotic sound up ahead – kids in a
swimming pool on a summer day.
But this is no ordinary pool; it is (according to park ranger Roger Reynolds) the actual Fountain of Youth discovered by Spanish explorer Ponce

DeLeon, a natural spring that stays 72
degrees year round. Although that’s a
bit chilly for some, it doesn’t seem to
bother the kids.
The day we visited, there were at
least four games of Marco Polo going
on, and the obligatory chubby kid doing cannonballs off the side.
DeLeon is a big spring, about the
size of an Olympic pool, and there are
several life guards on duty, as well as
other staff nearby on a constant basis.
Let the young’uns enjoy themselves
without worrying about their safety.
The spring flows into another waterway, the Spring Garden Run, which
in turn leads out to Lake Woodruff.
SEE DIXIE DETOURS, 5I
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The natural spring in DeLeon Springs State Park might have been visited by
Spanish explorer Ponce de Leon. The park is fun for today’s families.
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Mansfield Plantation: It's on the banks of the Black River, near Georgetown, and
dates to 1718 when 500 acres were granted to the Parker family. Construction began
on the main house 50 years later, and Mansfield blossomed into one of the largest
rice plantations in South Carolina.
Today, it covers 1,000 acres and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
John Rutledge Parker, a descendant of the original Parker family, operates Mansfield
Plantation as a bed-and-breakfast with his wife, Sallie Middleton.
Guests bunk in newly renovated rooms and suites in the Old Kitchen House (built
around 1800), the School House (circa 1840) or the North Guest House (added
around 1930). Breakfast is served in the Main House, which also features a library,
gourmet kitchen and conference rooms.
Around the property, you can explore a slave village and chapel, preserved forests,
cypress swamps, gardens and oak alleys via walking trails or free bicycles. Charleston
magazine named Mansfield Plantation to its Top 10 Romantic Getaway list.
Plantation tours and afternoon teas also are available to groups of 15 or more.
Details: 866-717-1776 or visit www.mansfieldplantation.com.

